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Historical Thinking Skills
Identify And Explain 3 Historical Thinking Skills
	Individuals use historical thinking skills to respond to secondary and primary sources, on-textual sources, and historians’ arguments. The first skill is comparison. Such a skill involves evaluating, comparing, and identifying several perspectives on a given historical event to arrive at a clear conclusion. However, the skills require assessing, comparing, and describing several historical developments within a given community, between distinct cultures, and chronological and geographical perspectives. The comparison also comes from different geographical locations and periods. It also involves contrasting historical events within the same geographical area and time.
	Contextualization is also a crucial historical thinking skill. It relates to an individual ability to connect historical processes and events to specific circumstances of place and time, including global activities and broader national and regional activities. Individuals must determine past development or events within the wider context of the occurrence and conclude on their significance. Periodization is also another major historical thinking skill. It involves the ability to evaluate, analyze and describe the distinct way that history is separated into periods. In this skill, there are various models of periodization that Aare usually debated among historians (YouTube).
Why Are They Important and How Can You Use Them When Studying History and While Reading the News?
	Historical thinking skills are crucial since researchers and historians can develop unique accounts of past periods or events within a specific culture. I can use such skills to determines the effects and causes of specific historical events in the present day. I can also use the skills to authenticate the originality of the news. Lastly, I can use the skills to create a timeline for historical events.
How Can You Use Them in Your Everyday Life?
I can use chronological thinking to distinguish between the past, present, and future times. Through acquiring the skills, I can identify how events took place over a given time. I can also use the skills to analyze patterns of historical continuity and duration. I can also use historical analysis and interpretation to evaluate arguments and arrive at a reasonable conclusion.
Why Are You Taking This Course? Why Are You Going to College?
	I am taking this course because history helps people to develop a better understanding of the world. History paints a picture of how governments, technology, and society worked. History also helps people determine effective future approaches since it allows individuals to learn from experience. History also helps us understand and develop a sense of self. Besides, history tells people the story about their nationality, community, or city. It also offers narrations about ancestors.
	I am going to college so that I can create professional connections and lasting relationships. This connection will help me in building my professional network. Secondly, I want to experience independence, including the level of personal and academic independence. When I am in college, I am responsible for managing my course, homework, and time. I am also going to college to learn valuable skills that will help me succeed in my career. I also want to achieve job security and expand my potential earnings.
How Would You Define “Success” in Taking This Course?
	Most of my peers consider success learning a new aspect, earning an A, and passing a class; however, I define success differently. I can define success In this course as having good work ethics and perseverance, thinking critically, and solving problems.
What Are Your Goals for This Class? How Do You Hope to Achieve Your Goals?
My goal is to become an expert in my field of study. I hope to achieve this goal by positive thinking and staying focused. Such thinking will make it easier to focus on the task at hand and learn new information. I also hope to achieve my goal through learning from my mistakes, visualizing the positive outcome, being open to new approaches and ideas, and managing my stress.
Media Literacy
What Are the Consequences of Fake News?
	The proliferation of fake news from different sources has become a major societal concern that has impacted the United States referenda and elections. Fake news leads to distraction in the media, and it also undermines the democratic process. Fake news also offers a platform for hate speech and harmful conspiracy ideas. Lastly, fake news leads to the spread of discredited or false science. Irrational fear of the Ebola outbreak in the United States is one of the instances. Kaci Hickox, a doctor without a border nurse, participated in treating individuals in west Africa. Maine governor Paul Lepage wanted the nurse to be quarantined even though she tested negative for the virus. When she returned, she was quarantined for more than 80 hours despite not indicating any virus symptoms. Despite the results coming back negative, Gov Christie said Hickox might be "tested for that again, because sometimes it takes a little bit longer to make a definitive determination," and that "There's no question the woman is ill, the question is what is her illness. ” such statement was false but was published and printed. The impacts occurred immediately .as the nurse returned to her home, the landlord requested the nurse move out.
How Does Bias, Including Confirmation Bias, Impact How We Find and View Information?
Confirmation biases impact the way people gather information and also how they recall and interpret the information. For instance, individuals who oppose or support a specific issue will only seek information to support it. Such individuals will also interpret news stories in a manner that upholds their existing ideas. Lastly, such individuals will also remember information in a manner that underpins these insolences.
How Can We Lessen or Reduce the Impact of Our Biases on How We Process Information?
	To address our biases, we have first to list and identify them. The majority of individuals are unaware of those they have against or towards specific groups. Once we are aware of our biases, we have the obligation and power to change the way we think. We have to start by learning about groups that we have a bias against. We also have to make sure that every member participates in that group. We should also spend time with the people we have a bias against them to understand them better. This will help realize that the previous assumptions were false and fail t apply to the members of the specific population. We should also practice mindfulness and pay attention to our thoughts about bias.
What Are Some of the “Dangers” Of Trying to Understand a Situation/Event/Group of People When You Know One Story About It /Them?
	The single story about different situations results in a perspective based on stereotypes. Such stereotypes are usually incomplete, making the one story become the only story. The other consequence of the single story is it robs individuals of dignity. It makes an individual recognition of equal humanity challenging. The single story also emphasizes how individuals are distinct rather than how they are the same. 




















References
Adichie, C. N. (n.d.). The danger of a single story. TED: Ideas worth spreading. https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_ngozi_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story%C2%A0
Busari, S. (n.d.). How fake news does real harm. TED: Ideas worth spreading. https://www.ted.com/talks/stephanie_busari_how_fake_news_does_real_harm?CMP=#t-90061
Confirmation Bias_8_21. (n.d.). Studio. https://gcccd.instructuremedia.com/embed/0d08ff57-f493-401a-9a75-604226dc6bd3
YouTube. (n.d.). https://youtu.be/1ytFB8TrkTo
(n.d.). YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mSJLmWnxrPg

